Parnell
nellism and Crime " appeared, and April 18, when the fac-
simile letter was published, Houston divulged the name of
Pigott to Mr. Macdonald,
44 After Mr* Houston made this communication to you,
did you make enquiries from other people as to who Pigott
was?"'
44 No," said Mr. Macdonald,
" What his antecedents were ?"
Mr, Macdonald said, " No; I had no means of doing so/*
It was with such evidence as that that the author of the
leading article which appeared in The Times on April 18,
1887, felt himself in a position to write 44 that we possess,
and have had in our custody for some time, documentary
evidence which has a most serious bearing on the Parnellite
conspiracy, and which, after a most careful and minute scrutiny',
is, we are quite satisfied, authentic* We produce one docu-
ment in facsimile to-day by a process the accuracy of which
cannot be impugned, and we invite Mr* Parnell to explain
how his signature has become attached to such a letter/*
The italics are the present writer's* One surmises that
Pigott, when he read those confident words, must have
sniggered to himself, even if he trembled a trifle*
IV
All this time Parnell was haunted by one dreadful sus-
picion: that the author of the forged letters was Captain
O'Shea; and he prowled about London in search of evidence
which would convict him* There was a woman in a mean
suburban street who, he thought, could give him information*
and he went in company with one of his colleagues to her
house to confront her* " One winters morning he called
on a friend of mine,** says Mr* James L* Carew,1 " and routed
1 Irish Weekly Independent, Saturday, October 7, 1893, in an article
entitled " My Captain and Friend/'
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